
Homily for the Third Sunday of year, January 22, 2023 

In late spring of 1979 the then reigning Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church, Pope John Paul II visited his native 

homeland of Poland for the first time since his election to the papacy. His long awaited public events drew enormous 

crowds at the designated venues. Government officials were understandably concerned. For decades the Church lived 

under the yoke of communist tyranny. Churches were closed, priests were harassed and the government mandated the 

teaching of atheistic materialism in the schools. 

 On June second, Polish pilgrims, in defiance of the government, carried placards with words emblazoned in bold letters, 

“We Want God”. Very often the pope’s homilies were interrupted by the pilgrims, who chanted in unison, “We Want 

God” 

In the twenty-seventh Psalm the Hebrew poet says something startling: 

“One thing I ask of the Lord” 

He does not ask for many things. Just one thing: God himself. 

“One thing I ask of the Lord; this I seek to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, that I may gaze on the 

loveliness of the Lord and contemplate his Temple”. 

In his marvelous reflection on the twenty-seventh Psalm, Saint Augustine writes, 

“I have sought from thee no reward apart from thyself, but only thy countenance. Thy face O Lord, will I seek. Upon this 

search I will persistently persevere. Not anything of small value will I seek, O Lord, but thy countenance, that I may love 

thee freely, since I can find nothing more precious”. 

After Saint Thomas Aquinas finished the four thousand pages of his summa, the greatest work of theology ever written, 

his confrere and confessor testified that he heard the voice of Christ speaking to Thomas from the crucifix. 

“You have written well of me, Thomas. What will you have as your reward? 

“Only yourself”, replied the saint. 

In the modern world religious faith is considered largely irrelevant in ever growing numbers. Even the baptized display a 

marked indifference to the faith. Church attendance has declined dramatically in the last few generations. The moral 

teachings of the faith, particularly on issues related to life and sexuality, are ridiculed in the secular media and ignored 

by most of the faithful. Too many live their daily life as if God does not exist. 

It is a tragedy. 

We are the exception. 

We want God - We need God!  We need the Church and her sacraments. 

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah promises two things, two things that everyone both needs and wants the most: 

light and joy. 

Christ is our light.  He is our delight. 

He is the source of pure happiness and goodness. 

A light has arisen among us. His name is Jesus. 


